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dismissed. Hence arose a crisis of the first magnitude between the
Seym and Pilsudski, and it lasted for nearly two months.
PILSUDSKI FORCES CRISIS WITH THE SEYM
Next day the heads of the groups in the Seym met to discuss the
situation, the real question being whether or not Pilsudski, as
Chief of the State, had the right to dismiss the Government; it
was agreed to demand explanations from him, as well as from
Ponikowski, and Trampczynski, as Marshal of the Seym, went to
the Belvedere to inform him of this decision. On June 8 Pilsudski
made a declaration justifying what he had done. He said that
Poland was standing in the midst of a very difficult period—the
general election must be held very shortly, with the result that
there would be great political excitement and agitation throughout
the country, which would be all the more dangerous because of
the instability of the whole international situation, for that in-
stability, which he did not think would soon be terminated, was
bound to have its repercussions internally. In these circumstances
it was necessary, he maintained, that Poland should have a
Government strong enough to uphold her prestige abroad and
to cope with feverish conditions at home. The Government
which had retired had no great authority such as was indispen-
sable. It had not a firm backing in the Seym. It was conscious of
its lack of authority, and it had sought to support itself on his
(Pilsudski's) authority as Chief of the State, but the powers of the
Chief of the State were extremely limited, and he could not give
what he did not possess. What was requisite was a really strong
Government.
Steps were taken by Trampczynski to form a new Cabinet, but
the majority favoured entrusting Ponikowski with office again;
the Seym voted in this sense by 256 votes to 164. Pilsudski de-
clined to give in; when Ponikowski presented himself to him on
June 10, he was asked for full information about his policy and
forthwith refused to go on Cabinet-making* During the next day
or two Pilsudski received in succession representatives of all the
groups, and instead of consulting them about forming another
Government, requested them to answer a question he had put

